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.. GEeNnTLEwtR; 
—_—_— particular Eſteem 
owing to you would by 
no means ſuffer this to appear 
in Publick, unleſs under your 
Notte 
All, who have heard of 
your immemorial Cuſtom of 
h having a Sermon preach'd be- 
| tore your venerable Body,when 
the Mayor Elec is ſworn in- 
to Office,is broken thro', would 


be otherways apt to ſurmiſe 
A 2 that 
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TT HE lads W 
| owing to you would by 


no means ſuffer this to appear 


in Publick, unleſs under your 
Protection. 5 


7% All. , who have heard of 


your immemorial Cuſtom of 


having a Sermon preach'd be- 
fore your venerable Body, when 
the MAvOR Zlec 1s ſworn in- 


to Office,s broken thro' , would | 
be otherways apt to ſurmiſe 
FC 


8 

that the Miniſter of St. Michael 
(to whom that ingular Privi- 
lege of Right belongs) had 
given great and grievous Of- 
fence. You have doubtleſs 
for wiſe and weighty Reaſons 
laid the Cuſtom aſide; being 
perſuaded you know the Duty 
of Magiſtracy full well in all 
its Branches, and have always 
practiſed it with the greateſt 
Integrity. I am almoſt poſi- 
tive nothing elſe could diſſuade 
from hearing a Sermon on the 
Duty of Magiſtrates. And tis 
fit the World ſhould know it. 

Be that as it will. 


As ſcandalous ReflefTions 
have been ſo hberally dealt 
about 


V. 
about by ſome of Your Boah, 


tis become quite neceſſary to 
appear in my own Vindication, 
and fix the blame on the moſt 
deſerving. This lays me un- 
der the hard neceſſity of ap- 
pealing to the Publick: A 
thing never deſigned when this A 
Sermon was preached, It thus 
becoming neceſſary for me to 
| acquaint the World, that the 
clamorous Spirits among you 
have occaſioned this Publicati- 
on, I flatter myſelf "twill not 
be unacceptable to you to have 
the peruſal, that at leiſure you 
may pick out the Paſſages 


which have ſo epregiouſly Of- 
Fended. So offended, as to per- 


83 © 
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unde to an ilhgat Detention 
of immemorial cuſtomary Dues 
paid for the — of 


Divine Service, and the Uſe of 


the: Church on that Day to 


— 


ſwear your Mayor 1 in: to turn 
a legal Due into a precarious 
Favour. If you will aſt it as 
a favour, you may have it. 


Had I done fo, you had had 


matter for Triumph, 


As it is, I defy thoſe "a 
ſighted Perſons (Mien to be ſure 
of profound Sagacity) to make 


good their charge of perſonal 


| Reflections 3 and that the Ten- 
dency of this Sermon was le- 
velled at any particular Man 
belonging to your Body: 4 

9 


VII. 


Body, compoſed (as to ſome 
Parts) of ſuch very worthy 
unexceptionable Members. Be- 
ing conſcious to myſelf of not 
deſerving the Treatment (you 
know) I have met with on this 
poor Sermon's Account as has 
been given out ; I muſt con- 
clude all the Rancour and Ma- 
lice to have been procured on 
another ; and that the avowed 
Antijacobitical Principles of 
the Preacher gave the unpar- 
donable Offence. If ſo, (and 
this I chooſe, till better in- 
form'd, to ſuppoſe the Reaſon) 
It ſets very eaſy: Nor ſhall 1 
neglect what I beheve my 


Duty, as a daten tho al 


viii. 

the Jacobites in the Kingdom 

were in my Pariſh. I conſult 
my Duty not the capricious 
Nl Humours of Men. 


The 29th of September 1741 
| (the Year after this Offence was 
declared to be given) will 
_ doubtleſs be remembred in the 
ANNALs of your Corporation, 
| as a Day of Delverance from f 
| any futuretroubleſome Preach- # 
| er of Righteouſneſs. And the 
|| Mayor Elect, who with ſuch 
undaunted Bravery (a Bravery 
ſcarce to be parrallePd by | 
the doughty Heroes of Old) 
broke the Cuſtom of a Sermon 
| on that memorable Day, be 
had i in Remembrance, whether 


of 
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IX, 
of Honour or Shame let the 
World determine. If any of 


theſe Men will fit the Coat up- 


on one of their Brotherhood, 


He muſt wear it; I cannot 


help it. But to ſay his or that 
Man was deſignedly pointed 
out, is a notorious Falſity, a 
downright untruthb. And ſor- 
ry I am any Man belonging 
to this ancient and loyal Cor- 
poration, ſo renowned for an 
impartial Adminiſtration of 


Tale; and ſuch profeſſed 


Enemies to Oppreſſion in every 


ſhape and kind, ſhould be 

pitched upon as the mark of 
Any This 1s the pitiful 
effect of low Malice and dull- 


f. ighted 


oa n * 0 1 1 a 1 . a , — — — — —— — TIE. OO ——— - = 
Ko x 2 EI — — wig wt —— — — 2 n 9 r 


. ni 


- f 22 
2 * —. 
* * wo. * 2 * 


X. 


| ighted Ignorance, under the 
Cloak of ai Know 


ledge. 

TO charge all your Mem- 
bers as joining in this gallant 
Management, would be doing 
Injuſtice to ſome: Far be that 
from me. Thoſe I could name, 
(did neceſſity require,) I be- 


heve would ſcorn fuch Proceed- 


mgs, and never join willingly 


in an Action baſe or prejudici- 


al to any private Perſon, tho 
He might be ſo unfortunate a8 
to differ from them in Sees 
Sentiments. 


You! have the Sermon as it 


Was preached : If a good Uſe 
be image a it now, I ſhall be | 


glad: 


„„ 
glad: If the ſame Spirit of 
Oppoſition (as actuated the 
Managers at firſt) be /#// in 
Poſſeſſion of them, it concerns 
not me; See they to that, I 
care for none of thoſe Things. 
I ſhall only add this word 750 
Advice (if I may venture ſo 
far): that, as they have laid 
aſide the Sermon, they would 
ſnew one further Act of Suppe 
rior Wiſdom and Iutrepidity, 
and lay aſide the Prayers alſo. 
Vou need not be told why this 
is neceſſary, becauſe their Ac- 
tions are done harefaced aud 


in the Sight of the Sun. 


T am, Gentlemen, 
in all proper Caſes 
Your humble Servant, 


W. B. 
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EXODUS 18, 25, 26. 


And Moſes choſe able Men out of all Iſs ael, 
and made them Heads over the People, Rulers 
of Thouſands, Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of 
Fifties, and Rulers of Tens, And they judged 
the People at all Seaſons. | 


HE inſtitution of government was 
| | certainly a very wiſe prudential pro- 
viſion for the temporal good and happineſs 
of mankind. Hereby Society became de- 
fireable as being a more ſecure, beneficial 
ſtate, than living either promiſcuouſly 
without Laws, or in Deſerts and Solitudes 
upon rapine and robbery. By this means 
the Savagenz/s of men's tempers wore off, 
and each one quietly (in compariſon with 
their former condition) enjoyed his poſſeſ- 
fion. But notwithſtanding men knew and 
_ taſted this remarkable bleſſing ; ſtill amongſt 

ſo great a croud of creatures, reaſon pre- 
vailed not equally with All. Many cared 
not to part with their old way of living; 
Labour ſuted not their inclinations ; and as 
a ſevere hardſhip was it reputed to be con- 
fined to an Honeſt induſtry, Thus 


Fa} 


Thus became it neceſſary to enact laws 
for reſtraining the lawleſs and diſobedient, 
who could no other ways be bound; and 
for the continual preſervation of ſuch, who 
ſtudied to be quiet, and to do their own: Bu- 
ſmeſs. Now that ſuch laws might not 
prove infignificant things, mere Cobwebs, 
made more for ſhew than uſe: Twas the 
duty of every member in a Society to ob- 
ſerve them, and adhere to them, for the 
good of the whole Body, as well as their 
own; For laws have this Quality belonging 
to them; that they reſtrain Governors, 
and tie up their hands from Violence and In- 
juſtice, as well as the governed. Elſe, what 
need of laws? Societies had never been 
formed, nor can they ſubſiſt without their 
reciprocal Ties. There is as ſtrong a duty 
on ſuperiors to conſult and provide for the 
good ang ſafety of inferiors; As upon infe· 

riors to obey the juſt, equitable, and rea- 
| ſonable commands of thoſe who govern, 
| As there is a mutual relation, there is a mu- 
; | tual duty, obligatory on both parties. So 
| that the one has no more right by Virtue 
of their Compact to deſtroy their common Li- 
| berties, and involve the whole in confuſion, 
A than the other. Good governors will not 
| - . aim at ſuch an abuſe of their power: And 
| bad ones, who would, ſhould not (in my 
humble 


13] 
humble opinion) be ſuffered. Indeed ſuck 
as the laſt mentioned are not thoſe taken no- 
tice of in this Chapter, nor at all proper for 
ſuch high truſt and employment. 


The words I have choſen to diſcourſe 
upon, and which ſeemed to me ſuitable to 
the preſent occaſion of our meeting toge- 
ther, ate the reſult of that wholeſome ad- 
vice the Few!/h Lawgiver received from his 
Pather-in-Law : The reaſon why Jethro 
thus adviſed is given us before. For know- 
ing that Moſes was upon the road conduct- 
ing the children of I/rae/ towards the pro- 
miſed land, he took with him his daughter, 
and her ſons, and ſet forth to meet him. 
When arrived where the 1/rael:tes were in- 
camp'd, he ſtaid ſome time with his ſon- in- 
law. During his abode there, Moſes ſate to 
judge the people. Jethro blames him for 
undertaking ſo great a burthen, ſaying, 
Surely thou wilt wear away, both thou and 
this People that is with thee, for this thing is 
too heavy for thee, Thou art not able to 
perform it thyſelf ahne. I will inform thee 
what thou ſhalt do: Thou ſhalt teach them 
Ordinances and Laus, and ſhalt ſhew them the 
way wherem they muſt wall, and the. work 
they muſt do. Moreover, thou ſhalt provide 
out of all the People able Men: Such as fear 
God, Men of Truth, bating Govetouſneſs, 

and 
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and place ſuch over them, and let them judge 
the People at all Seaſons: Every ſmall mat- 
ter they ſhall judge : ſo ſhall it be eafier for 
thyſelf, and they ſhall bear the burthen with 


thee. 


Was it neceſſary, I might here ſhew 
the agreeableneſs of our Conſtitution to this 
model; and diſcant largely on the Autiqui- 
Y of appointing inferior Magiſtrates for the 
better, and more eaſy regulating and go-. 
verning of a community: But this would 
lead me too far from my purpoſe. No- 
thing is more fully known than the uſeful- 

_ neſs of ſuch Officers in the Civil State, whe- 
ther conſidered in relation to the chief head, 
or governor ; or the people of the particular 
Diſtricts over which they are appointed. It 
would be 700 arduous for one man to hear, 
and determine the cauſesof a whole people; 
his ſtrength would ſink under the burthen, 
and his days be ſhortned by too aſſiduous ap- 
plication to perform it. The people would 
be ruined by coſtly journeys, and expenſive 
ſuits, or by tedious expectations of their 
cauſes being brought before this univerſal 
judge for a determination. Theſe are To- 
picks I thall wave ſpeaking to, ſor the ſake 
of a cloſer conſideration of the advice given 
to Moſes, and his readineſs in purſuing it; 
fo reaſonable and uſeful did itinevery point 

appear 


* / .- 


1 

appear to him. Nay, the more it is con- 
ſidered, the more it muſt be admired, be- | 
ing ſo full of reaſon, diſcretion, and wiſ- b 
dom; and the higher expectations people 
may entertain of happineſs and ſecutity 
from thoſe wholſome and never-to-be-e- 
nough applauded directions in the choice of 
Magiſtrates. Tis to be wiſhed they may 
ever prevail, and be for ever uſed to the 
laudable purpoſes they are and were deſign- 
ed: to the overthrow of Oppreſſion and 
Hjuſtice; to the eſtabliſhment of peace, 
good=will, and harmony among the vari- 
ous, but too often deluded, members of 
a community. ſhall now proceed to 


ſhew 


Firſt, What are the neceſſary qualifica- 
tions requiſite for magiſtracy, 
Secondly, How careful thoſe, who have 
the apppointment, ought to be in 
their choice, 3 


Thirdly, How men ſo choſen, ought to 
behave in the diſcharge of their office 


Hirſh, Then as to the qualifications ne- 
. _  Ceſlary for magiſtracy. _ 
|. Provide out of all the People able Men, 
f#ch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating 
10 | i B cover 2 
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coveteouſneſs, When ſuch can be found in 
the Seat of Judgement, the people ſeem in a 
fairer way. to happineſs and. proſperity, 
than when Judgment is wreſted, and com- 
mon Fuſtice perverted. People, who know 
the tweets of liberty, muſt and will be 
uneaſy when under Magiſtrates who drive 
at deſpotick ſway ; who follow their paſſi- 
ons, and not their reafon : who contrary 
to the nature of things take upon them 
to oppreſs, and tyrannize; who have but 
one Ear in cauſes that come before them. 
'This is a direful misfortune, and the more 
ſo, if no place is open for Redgreſs : Such 
proceedings, tis true, aggravate expences 5 
but more eligible is it to bear theſe in or- 
der to expoſe the villanies of ſuch unjuſt 
Magiſtrates, and ſet them out to view, than 
tamely ſubmit to their illegal bnpgþtions. 
Wiſe men will not attempt the ſubver- 
ſion of Juſtice to ſatisfie lende ridiculous 
pique; or for the ſake of making them- 
{ſelves be thought great: But P will 
continually perſiſt in their Fly; and be- 
cauſe they are hated by the groſs of the 
people, will contrive how by hardſhips to 
increaſe the number of heir Enemies. Such 
men, wherever they are found, ſeem to be 
of that herd David inſults over, when he 
"ſays, Man that is in bonbur, and underſtand. 
eth not, is like the Beaſt. lut periſuou. 
958 1 But 
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But let us conſider the qualifications in 
Fethro's advice; chooſe men that fear God: 
This is the foundation for all other. If 
men fear not God, no means will perſuade 
them to regard men. Importunities perhaps 
may wreſt a deciſion from them, as the 
widow did from the unjuſt judge, as men- 
tioned Luke 18, Becauſe this Widow trou- 
bleth me, I will avenge her, leſt by her con- 
tinual coming ſhe weary me. Religion, ad- 
hered to as it ought, is the ſureſt preſerva- 
tive of any people. This reſtrains the vio- 
lent paſſions of men by inducing to love 
one another, and conſult each others good. 
It diſſuades moſt ſtrongly from incroaching 
upon our neighbour's property, or inſulting 
over his misfortunes: It relieves where re- 
lief is wanting; defends where defence is 
required; and proves the beſt friend men 
can entertain in reſpect to their preſent 
and future happineſs. It corrects the bru- 
tiſoneſs of uncivilized nature, inculcating 
on the moſt reaſonable terms every bleſ- 
ſing which can render Society, or even life 
defireable. Hereby we learn to honour 
God as we ought, without Profanene/s or 
Superſtition :; We are taught the near re- 
lation we ſtand in to that great, glorious, 
andalmighty Being : The manner in which 
we mult. diſcharge our duty to him; and 
the ſureſt method we can purſue of gaining 
B 2 nis 
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his love. We are taught alſo what we owe 
to man: To lebe as, Brethren, without 
guile, difſimulationzor hypocriſy : To do as 
we would be done unto : To render unto all 
their Dues: To exerciſe our charity and 
benevolence : To be juſt in all our Ways, and 
boly in all our Works, 


What a particular influence then ought 
religion to have in the choice and election 
of Magiſtrates? How ought thoſe men to 
be valued, who, when placed in ſo eminent 
a degree as that of rule and government, 
dare be honeſt and conſcientious in the diſ- 
charge of their important Truſt : whoſe 
ears are ſhut againſt all nominal Party- diſ 
tinctions, that judgment may not be per- 
verted, nor delinquents have room to cla- 
mour againſt the ſentence pronounced up- 
on the baſeneſs of their hearts, and injuſ- 
tice of their hands: 


The next qualification is the love of Truth, 
This is abſolutely neceſſary. Juſtice can- 
not be adminiſtred without it. But as truth 
lies ſometimes very deep, and tis very diffi- 
cult to inveſtigate it; matters muſt be 
nicely examined, and cauſes be thoroughly 
ſifted before a determination can be made. 
To have no regard to Truth, beſpeaks a man 
unjuſt, and of conſequence unfit for the 

Truſt repoſed in him. Conſidering the vaſt 
| | - depen- 


9 1 
-dependance National Happineſs has on this 


particular virtue; it cannot be too much in- 


fiſted upon, nor too ſtrenuouſly adbered to. 


Men look upon themſelves ſafe, when un- 
der ſuch Governors : Fearful of no oppreſ- 
ſion they live ſecure in their Liberties, and 
unmoleſted in their Properties, No villa- 
nous defigns can proſper under the inſpecti- 
on of Truth, nor be long ſheltered under 
her wings. As ſhe is the declared enemy to 
falſhood and wrong : righteouſneſs, juſtice, 
and equity, will ſurmount all rid Obſta- 
cles, and flouriſh among men. I wiſh ſo 
pleaſing a proſpe&t may continue with us, 
and uninterrupted deſcend to lateſt poſteri- 
ty ; that WE may again be, as WE have 
been, a Scourge to tyrants, the Defenders of 
qt and Supporters of the cauſe of 
truth. we 


If men love truth, they will ſeek to 
no mean, ſneaking, pitiful ſhuffles or eva- 
ſions to ſcreen their actions. For if their 
actions are clear, they will bear Hiſpection, 
and add an uncommon luſtre to the maſ- 
ters Character. The courts of princes 
ſtrike with awe and reverence, when 
devoid of Sycophants, and fill'd with men 
of Probity and Truth, with men, who faith- 
fully diſcharge their Truſt, not betraying 
their Maſter to the inſults of an inraged 

B 3 people; 
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people; nor undermining the liberty of 
the Subject, introducing flavery to aggran- 
dize the Tyrant, Such are no true Men, 
and to be deſpiſed, as they are to be wu 
ed and guarded againſt, Courts of 
dicature require the ſame ¶ Men of Probit 

to ſecure em from contempt. If hood 
uſurps the ſeat of truth, tis not to be won. 
dered that ſo much miſchief i is done to 
particular perſons, as we have ſeen, and 
heard. Favour and affection, hatred and 
malice, too frequently put out the eyes of 
juſtice; fo that by not diſtinguiſhing Truth 
from plauſible Pleas, wrong judgment is 
given in erghty caſes, and which may be 
reputed a juſt and upright ſentence by ſtran- 
gers to Truth, As this hath been often the 
caſe; It becomes the Duty of Magiſtrates 
not to be too haſty in their Deciſions; but 
to judge according to Right, and ſuffer 
Truth, on which ever fide tis found, to 
prevail. Prevarication and contradiction 
are a ſure ſign of wrong and unjuſt deſigns, 
and, as ſuch, ought never to bias the judg- 
ment or inclination of the Migiſtrate to 
take them into Favor or ProteBion. 


The third qualification, is Hatred * 05 
veteouſneſ. This we are aſſured is the 
Jive? of all Eu. It induces men n to 


r 


riches 
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riches by any means, by the higheſt acts 
of Tyranny, and ' Oppre aun. The coveteous 
wretch will daub his Fingers, and Conſcr- 
erice too, for gold. Nay, even the proſ- 
pe of an inconſiderable gain will provoke 
Him to contrive the ruin of his neighbour: 
or perpetrate actions which may blot his 
name out of the Book of Life. He deifies 
money, and adores it. He can't find in his 
- ſoul to take from his heaps to relieve the 
diſtreſſed, for fear he may live to want that 

trifling Pittance himſelf, How fit ſuch 
men are to adminiſter juſtice is too notori- 
ous to be inſiſted on. They are a Scandal 
to every profeſſion they take up; becauſe 
they enter not upon it for the Good of others, 
but to fill their own C fers by going thro 
all dirty Work, Seeſt thou a man of this 
ſtamp a Ruler of thouſands, of hundreds, of 
Fifties, or tens, expect no honour, no inge- 
nuous dealings from him. If thou bringeſt 
a cauſe (tho highly juſt) before him, ſuſ- 
pect the ſucceſs, unleſs by Bribes thou 

canſt buy him. * Reſt aſſured that only will 
ſeem right in his eyes, by which he 
can get the moſt, Cyveteouſneſs in Ma- 
giſtrates is a more odious deteſtable crime 
than in other men; Becauſe as they are ſet 
over others to govern, to hear complaints, 
to determine differences between man and 
man „ their hands ought e. to- abſtain from 
e B 4 all 
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all Corruption, their minds to be free and 
unbiaſſed, that no one thro' them may ſuf- 
fer wrong, and juſtice be abuſed by their 
willingly negli gent adminiſtration. Dade ſuch 
Magiſtrates therefore no good can be ex- 
pected, but all the evil imaginable. So that 
men may reaſonably join in their deſires of 
not falling into their Clutches, and unani- 


mouſly cry out, from ſuch Wie 
Good Lord deliver Us. 51-4 


Theſe being the i 1 ö 
for magiſtracy, Religion, Truth, and In- 
tegrity; It behoves thoſe, who have the 
appointment of them to be, as J obſerved 
in the Secend place, particularly careful 


in their choice of men to fill ſuch h places 
of truſt, 


So great is the 88 of every So- 
ciety, whether great or ſmall, as to its hap- 
Pineſs and quiet, on good Government, that 
too much care cannot be taken for it's 
preſervation, This all the world hath been, 
and is, ſenſible of, from the earlieſt times, 
to the preſent age. And as in empires, and 
kingdoms, the chief head or Governor is un- 
able without the Agency of othets, to ſee 
to the obſervance and execution of his laws, 
we find men eminent for their abilities 
(when inordinate paſiions do not direct the 

choice) 
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choice) appointed to repreſent their per- 
ſons, and within certain limits to take 
care that Juſtice be maintained. A prince, 
who loves his people and defigns their 
good, will neither oppreſs them himſelf, 
nor countenance his Officers in oppreſſing 
them : well knowing that a willing Sub- 
jection is infinitely preferable to a forced 
Submiffion, And herein he ſhews his wiſ⸗ 
dom. For people, when governed by a 
righteous and gentle ſway, in grateful fe- 
turn muſt love their governors, and do all 
in their power for Ga Security of their 
Lives and Honour, I fay, they muſt do this, 
unleſs all ſence of gratitude be forgotten, 
and Ingratitude has an abſolute Dominion 
over their ſouls. - Tyrannical Magiſtrates 
are a plague to themſelves, as well as the 
people they are ſet over. They hate, and 
are hated in return, Whatever reſpect or 
deference is ſhewn, is paid to the Office, 
and not the Man. A ſpirit of oppoſition. 
haunts them, and their oppreflive deſigns 
are brought to nothing by an Hong Combi- 

nation againſt them. All things are hur- 
ried into confuſion by their ſordid manage 
ment; and the wrong meaſures they pur- 
ſue bring but Shame, and perhaps Sorrow, in 
the end. They may bluſter for a while, 
and ſtrike puſillanimous, weak minds with 
fear; but intrepid ſpirits defy the "—_ 


[ 14 ] 

of their power, and with undaunted Cours 
age oppoſe the illegality of their proceed- 
188. . | ay . wi | THF 20 IO 7 73 . 
| To prevent this oonfuſion, and put a ſtop 
to vexatious and expenſive ſuits, Ir behoves 
thofe Who are to appoint inferior Magi- 
rates to know well the men they appoint, 
And herein experience will tell them, that 
every one who is ambitious of power, is not 
fit to have the truſt committed to them. 
For tho' they may be men of integrity, they 
may be devoid of proper abilities: They 
may be ignorant of the Purport and Intenti- 
en of the Jaws they are appointed to defend, 
and execute. If ſo; this Ignorance will 
naturally lead them ta follow the direction 
of others more converſant in the ſtudy of 
them. If they fall into honeſt hands, they 
will be guided right: But ſhould they fall 
under the management of crafty defigning 
Knaves, who inſtead of the general Good, con- 
ſult only their own Emoluments, they may be 
drawn into acts of injuſtice, or unwittingly 
ſtretch the laws farther than the legiſlature 
deſigned, or till they break. So that to have 
the laws truly and honeſtly put in force, for 
the defence and protection of the Innocent, 
and for the puniſhment of the diſobedient, 
it ſeems highly requiſite to chooſe men 
knowing therein, as well as endued pin 
tne 


x 
* 
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the other mentioned Qualiſications. By 
this means they will preſerve peace, and 
good underſtanding among men, tho' per- 

haps other ways of different Per ſuaſions. No 
encouragement will be given to licentious 


riotings, but juſtice be adminiſtred without 
TOY of Perſons, 


I ſhall dwell no ls on this head, but 
pon to ſhew, in the Third and laft place, 


ow men ſo choſen ought to behave i in the 
D. iſcbarge « of their Office. 


Since ineſtimable bleſſings at a Ready 
Adminiſtration of juſtice; I make no doubt 
but every honeſt man wiſhes and prays it 
may ever flow in a pure — 3 chan- 
nel : For then, and only then, can they {et 
ſecure under their vine, and without mo- 
leſtation enjoy the fruit of their labours. So 
long as Magiſtrates diſcharge their truſt 
with. Zoneſty, without regarding the Perſons 
of Men, countenancing the good and peace- 
able, and diſcouraging by proper puniſh- 
ments the wicked and unruly, all things 
will be kept in order, whether they regard 
the Cuil or Eccigaſtical Polity. But if ma- 
lice or hatred, favour or affection, bias their 
wills, and ſway their inclinations to an un- 
juſt partiality i in the diftribution of juſtice, 
men muſt ſtill expect to endure repeated 

hardſhips, 


—— —— — — — — Cc . 
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hardſhips, and to ſee no end of confuſion 
Suppoſing it to be ſo; what good or advan- 
tage can magiſtrates propoſe to themſelves 
by ſuch a manner of acting? Tis only in- 


creaſing trouble and vexation to themſelves, 


declaring War, and threatning Slavery to all 


under their Juriſdictiun: Tis living in o- 


pen Hoſtility. And ſuch a ſtate, they know, 
cannot ſubſiſt long: For if men are oppreft 
in one place, it is natural to ſeek redreſs in 
another, If juſtice be perverted in inferior 


 Gourts; application is made to ſuperior Ones, 


where illegality of proceedings is enquired 
into; the viſible oppreſſion ſuppreſt, and 


the party wronged reſtored to his right. 


To prevent therefore hardſhips of this kind, 
tis requiſite, nay neceſſary for ALL who 
are placed in the Seat of Power, to be ac- 
quainted with the laws, whereby they are 
to govern ; and not be guided by men, 
whoſe Profit it may be to miſlead the ig- 


norant and unwary, | 


When cauſes are to be decided by them, 
it is their Duty to ſearch out the truth, and 
not ground their Determinations on appear- 
ances, Riches and grandeur ſhould not 
blind their eyes, nor tie up their hands: but 


the poor ſhould be heard as well as the 
rich; and, if juſtice be on his fide, the in- 
ſolence of his haughty oppreſſor be repelled. 


If 
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If the Magiſtrate acts otherways, we may 
imagine he has either forgot the Oath taken 
at his coming into Oyice, or that it is allowed 
no weight with him: That he looks upon 
it as no way binding the Cynſcience, and that 
his taking it is a mere matter of Form, and 
nothing more. He ought to perform his duty 
according to his be/t Skill and Knowledge, 
knowing afſuredly that HE himſelf ſhall be 
judged at the laſt day, when the Secrets of 
all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. So that, if HE 
can look beyond this world, and has any re- 
gard for his own eternal welfare, He will take 
all the prudential care he can, that no wil. 
ling. voluntary acts of Injuſtice may riſe up in 
Judgment againſt him, to condemn him, He 
ſhould confider there is no appeal againſt the 
ſentence which ſhall be paſt : No allevation 
of the puniſhment which ſhall be denoun- 
ced, but that it ſhall ſtand for ever and ever. 


I ſhall beg leave to mention one branch 
more of (as J apprehend) Magiſterial Duty; 
and that, becauſe the preſent Exigence of the 
times ſeems particularly to require it: And 
what, I am ſure, every one, who wiſhes 
well to his Country, or to himſelf, muſt bę 
deſirous of ſeeing effected. What I mean 
is quiet and peace among ourſelves, which 
it is in the Magi/trate's power greatly to pro- 
more, by quelling the attempts of viotous, 
N ſeditions 
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ſpirits, and countenancing the lovers of LU. 
nity, Peace, and Concord. Our enemies have 
been ever watching opportunities to inflame 
our Diviſions, and ſharpen our Animoſittes, 
that they may ſeize the advantage of our 
Delufions, and make a Prey of our Folly. 
*Tis time for us now to grow wiſe z And 
whilſt we are threatned with dangers from 
abroad, to be /ncerely friends at home, that 
we may baffle their deſigns, and return 
the miſchiefs hatching for us, back upon 
the authors, and contrivers of them. God 
hath not quite forſaken us, altho our de- 
merits have been innumerable. What have 
we then to do, but to throw aſide all party 
Feuds, and needleſs Diſtinctions by heartily 
uniting in the ſame common Cauſe, that is, 
the Publick Good? and what have Magi- 
ſtrates to do, but to encourage ſuch com- 
menable diſpoſitions ; adminiſtring Fuftice 
with Impartiahty, not favouring one becauſe 
he is for Paul; nor oppreſſing another for 
being for Appollos ? As all ſeem, (or would 
be thought) to have the ſame end in view, 
all ſhould be treated with the ſame Favours, 
and the ſame indiſference indiſcriminately. 
Did ever Tyranny do any good in the Word? 


No; nor ever will, Tis then, but an egre- 
gious piece of folly in A e to play 


ey only expoſe 
8 them- 


the tyrant ; ſince thereby 


14 
themſelves to hatred and contempt. In- 
ſtead of Peace and Order; they deal in 
Confufion and every evil Work. 

May that ſame great and glorious Being, 
which knoweth the hearts, and trieth the 
reins, direct our Magiſtrates in the diſcharge 
of their duty, and may they be ſenſible of 
the heavenly influence : Then may we with, 
reaſon hope tor happy Times, and perhaps 
enjoy them. And then alſo will the 
Magiſtrate be attended with Bleſſings, whilſt 
Curſes purſue the tyrant and oppreſſor: And 
God grant we may never fall under ſuch. 
hands to be ſo deteſtably managed, as in 
times paſt, men have been. May we ever 

eſcape the claws of rapacious Harpies: or 
if fallen into their Clutches, may we have 
Courage and Reſolution enough to oppoſe 
their Malice to the uttermoſt, that they 
may know themſelves to be but men. May ſuc- 
ceſs attend the honeſt endeavours of the 
upright Magiſtrate, that he may be a com- 
fort and bleſſing to the people over whom 
he preſides, that peace may flouriſh among 
them, and Envy and Oppreſſion die. 


This let us beſeech Almighty God 
to grant through Jeſus Chriſt our blei- 
fed Saviour and Redeemer. 2 


„ 
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ſpirits, and countenancing the lovers of U. 
nity, Peace, and Concord. Our enemies have 
been ever watching opportunities to inflame 
our Di viſions, and ſharpen our Animoſitzes, 
that they may ſeize the advantage of our 
Delufions, and make a Prey of our Folly, 
*Tis time for us now to grow wiſe 3 And 


whilſt we are threatned with dangers from 


abroad, to be /incerely friends at home, that 
we may baffle their deſigns, and return 
the miſchiefs hatching for us, back upon 
the authors, and contrivers of them. God 
hath not quite forſaken us, altho' our de- 
merits have been innumerable. What have 
we then to do, but to throw afide all party 
Feuds, and needleſs Diſtinctions by heartily 
uniting in the ſame common Cauſe, that is, 
the Publick Good? and what have Magi- 


ſtrates to do, but to encourage ſuch com- 


menable diſpoſitions ; adminiſtring Fuftice 
with Impartiality, not favouring one becauſe 


he is for Paul; nor oppreſſing another for 


being for Appollos? As all ſeern, (or would 
be thought) to have the ſame end in view, 
all ſhould be treated with the ſame Favours, 
and the ſame indifferencè indiſcriminately. 
Did ever Tyranny do any good in the Word? 
No; nor ever will, Tis then, but an egre- 
gious piece of folly in Magiſtrates to play 
the tyrant ; ſince thereby they only _— 

| em- 
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themſelves to hatred and contempt. In- 
ſtead of Peace and Order; they deal in 
Confuſion and every evil Work. 

May that ſame great and glorious Being, 
which knoweth the hearts, and trieth the 
reins, direct our Magiſtrates in the diſchar 
of their duty, and may they be ſenſible of 
the heavenly influence : Then may we with, 
reaſon hope tor happy Times, and perhaps 
enjoy them. And then alſo will the 
Magiſtrate be attended with Bleſſings, whilſt 
Curſes purſue the tyrant and oppreſſor: And 
God grant we may never fall under ſuch 
hands to be ſo deteſtably managed, as in 
times paſt, men have been. May we ever 
eſcape the claws of rapacious Harpies: or 
if fallen into their Clutches, may we have 
Courage and Reſolution enough to oppoſe 
their Malice to the uttermoſt, that they 
may know themſelves to be but men, May tuc- 
ceſs attend the honeſt endeavours of the 
upright Magiſtrate, that he may be a com- 
fort and bleſſing to the people over whom 
he preſides, that peace may flouriſh among 
them, and Envy and Oppreſion die. 


This let us beſeech Almighty God, 
fo grant through Jeius Chriſt our bleſ- 
fed Saviour and Redeemer. 
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